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Whe ther we are ready or not, the Holiday Season is upon us. So with this in mind, my wife, 
myself and all the Officers of the 34th B.G. Ass' n , wish to say t o you; 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
I expect all of you are wa~ t 1ng patiently fo~ a r eport of th~ 34th B.G. Ass' n Rendezvous 

at Cincinnati Ohio. If you will permit me to tell it in my own words, I will make a r eport 
of the happenings at the reunion. 

Time began for us on tuesday morn.tng Oct 5th, when I had a Memorial Committee meeting of 
the 8th AFHS a t the \~AF Museum Dayton 0. Upon arriving at the Museum, my wife and I placed 
a wreath on the 34th B.G. Memorial at the Mu seum , then I continued on into the Museum for 
the meet ing. Rere,the first t hing.Eob Vickers,Reunion and Memorial Chairman and John Woolnou~h, 
Editor of the 8th AF News, congratulated m~, for having the most preregistered members from 
the 34th B.G., for the reunion. I had told them we would have 200 registered, but as it turn­
ed out we had 191, by Sept 17. This made the day for me . I did not do it alone, for I had the 
help of a lot of you1 who were trying to f ind your crews and ge t them to come t o the reunion. 

After the meeting at the Museum, we went on to Cinci nnati,to the Stouffers Towers where 
the reunion Hdq. was to be. Upon arriving at the Hotel, it seemed that we were no the only 
ones to be holding a r eun ion, for the cars were lined up around the block waiting t o ge t in 
and unload. There were two other reunion going on that week, one .was already in progress and 
ano ther Organization were coming in. They were expecting over 1000 to their reunion and here 
the 8th AFHS was expecting over 2000 . After registering and unpacking in our rooms, we went 
down t o the J.obby to greet anyone from the 34th who were arriving ear ly. Here we me t Gerald 
and Wanda Pine and Malcolm and Tillie Corum. 

Tuesday nite was registeration nite for early comers to the reunion. Also a cock tail party 
was to be held. We attended the cocktail party and met more of the 34th B.G. people who had. 
come early to be rested up for the Symposium the next day. Geonge and June Ritchie had come 
early and "Hank" and Mary Lambert had come early,also. "Hank" was interested in the Sympos­
ium as ne to had been a P.O.W . , having gone down on a mission. Several others from all the 
Groups had come early also. 

Next day, Wed ,was the Symposium, I have a write up of it ,by Ge orge Ritchie and will let 
him tell it. He can tell it better than I can, I t ~ill be a little later in this letter. 
George, also was a P.0.~-1. having been shot down on a mission with \olal t er McAllisters' Crew, 

After the Symposium and dinner on Wed nite, there was another cocktail party for those 
who had just checked in that day at the hotel. Things were picking up for there were a lot 
more of the 34th arriving and the news that the 34th was No 1 in r egisteration was happy news 
to all. 

Thursday morning was the Unit Contact breakfast and workshop for a ll Unit Contac t and wives. 
This I had to attend , to learn some proceedures in forming_- Gronn~. charters, by~laws and 
other things pertaining t o the Organization. I left the meeting early to take part i n the 
Board of Directors meeting of the 34th B.G. The meeting had started when I arrived as it had 
taken me sometime to cross over to the Center, as I had stopped to greet a lot of our men on 
the way. I soon caught up wi th the business, which had gone on before I arrived and gave the 
financial r epor t and the summary of the events fo~ the dedic~tion of the Memorial 1 to be held 
on Sat at the WPAF Museum.Thebusiness meeting was adjourned and we then proceeded to officialy 
open the hospitality room. With help from seve ral o~ those p~esent, Bob Wright opened up our 
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r 
hospitality room, cocktail bar. He then proceede to act as bartender .while the re~~ of us 
did a lot of Hangar Flying. "Pete" Gray and Charles Smith were at the heights of their glory 
for their first crew and the hstcrew they had were holding a crew reunion at the rendezvous. 

Gerald Holmes was the first ~rew and Randall Martin their last. "Pete" did Ranc:lall' s Crew 
get any of that Southern Bourbon, you promised them? I do hope yo'u have so~e pictures of the 
crew members who were there. Would be nice if you had a picture before overseas and a picture 
of the crews members who were at the reunion. Would be a good one for the next Mendlesham 
Memories. 

Several crews had reunion this year. I did not get them all but I know part of Gerald 
Holmes' crew were there. Randall Martin had rounded up most of his crew and R of 'them were 
there and so were part of his ground crew. Randall did real good. He had written me several 
times enclosing a letter to all his crew. Each time he had found one or two more and finally 
a letter came. Randall had found all his crew and all would be at the reunion· except 3. One 
had just passed on and the other could not make i t this year. He also sent me a letter from 
the wife of the one who died. She said he would have been the first to accept the invitation 
to be at the reunion, had he been alive to do so , this was Roy Fleming. 
Part of Walt McAllist ers crew had come. Bill Cheek haq rounded up several of his crew and 

they were present . Two of Jimmy James' crew had come, he is still looking for some of his 
crew. Part of"Gene" James' crew had come also. 3 Of Myron Thompson's crew were there.Several 
of John Schroeder's crew came . J.lV. "Soapy Thompsom was finaly able to get away from his 
grainery business, due to wet weather,and was able to att~nd the reunion. He was on Schroeder's 
crew. I know there were more crews represented than I have down here, so if I have le ft 
any crews out, please forgive me this time, maybe ne :<:: year I will be able to get them all 
down. Better yet, someone from each crew, even the ones I have mention , send me a list of 
those from your crew who attended the reunion. I would like to know who they were. 

We closed the hospitality room in order to get ready for the Aero club dance. This is a 
thursday nite affair at all the reunions of the 8th. Several prizes are awarded every year 
to those who wear their old uniforms and various other things. Several of our men wore their 
old uniforms and they all seem to fit as they did years ago. Jack Blackham was one of these . 
I have a picture of Jack in his uniform. 

Friday seemed to be the business sessions of the 8th AFHS and the B.G. Election of 
Board Members of the 8th AFHS was held and several people,who had come from Europe and had 
helped our men escape from the Germans, were introduced,to the people attending the business 
meeting. All of them received a s tanding ovation for the work they had done,Qelping our 
·downed flyers back to Eng~and . The 34th B.G. was · recognized as having the most preregistered 
people at the reunion and I guess I left a little too soon for one of our men gave a speech 
about the 34th B.G. and the work I had been doing to bring them back together again. Thanks 
Ralph Applegate. 

After a lunch in the Hospitality Room, our wives went on a River Boat trip on the Ohio River. 
Some of the ladies, thought their busses had been hijacked to Ky., for the drivers got lost 
and crossed the river into Ky, for a story about this ask Wanda Pine . 
Hhi l e the ladies enjoyed thems~lves on a boat trip ,the 34th B.G. held their business meeting . 

A report of the election Committee was given. Walt McAllister headed this conpnitte, '. The 
nominees were presented to the Group and nomina t ions were asked from the floor. No nomination 
came from the floor.A motion was made and seconded,that those chosen,be accepted unanimous 
by the Group.This passed and Robert Wrigh~ Gerald Pine and Ralph Bush were elected to 
be officers in the 34th B.G. Bob Wright President, Gerald Pine V. President, Ralph Bush to be 
on the Board of Directors. Everett Rose was to be on the Board also,as he 'had been ~cting 
as a Board member,instead of Bob Wright, when Bob was elected V. President last year . 

. _.Hter the election, Bob Gay and Bob Wright show_ed slides of the Mendlesham.}of~morid and 
Bob Gay·gave a report on the Memorial and told of its condition and the reason it must be 
moved. lt was deteriorating very badly and was next to the road on undeeded ground. The 
Ipswi ch, Norwich Hiway was being widened and the Memorial would be torn down as the hiway 
would be on the spot where the Memorial stood. He then suggested a vote be taken to see if 
we of the 34th would take on the project of rebuilding the Memorial in another location 
and the ground would be deeded to the 34th B.G. Ass'n Inc. by Mr George Steadman, on whose 
ground the old Base stood. He gave a report of the cost. The motion passed and we are to take 
on the project. Bob then said, he would gi,ve a check for · $500.00,for the rebuilding · 
of the Memorial and he would see to it~ that the Memorial was started:,for the estimate w~s 
just be good until Nov 1. His offer for $500 gave incentive to the rest and we were busy. 
Dana Schrupp, myself and other, for quite a while taken donations and pledges for the re= 
building of the Memorial. All pledges are not in at this time so I will not say the total 
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until the March Newsletter, w.hen I will break it down and let you all know th~ exact amount. 
raised for the Memorial. At the same time I will have the exact cost of the rebuilding and ~ 
moving the Memorial, at Mendlesham .. 1 will Mk a:t thi..-6 .ti..'!1e, .£6 a.ny otltVUJ o6 you woul.d Uke 
to ..6end a. doMti.on towa1r.d6 JtebtU.f.cLing the MencU.uham MemMW, IJOu can ..6end U:. to me, pleMe 
..6a.IJ MemoJtia.l dona:tion on IJO~ check, 1 ha.ve ~et the moneiJ now in a. ..6epeJta.:te a.c.cotLI1:t, except 
tha:t which we ha.ve a£Jtea.dtj ..6en:t oveJt to E ngla.nd. You ..6ee we not onltj ha.ve to JtebtU.f.d o~ 
MernoJtia.l, bu.t we ..6hould pe.~tpe:tua.:te U:. ~t .eeM;t 60.1t o~ U6eti.me. . While we were taking 
pledges and donations, Bill Creer got up and told us , If you can not raise the money at this 
time, so we can start the project, I will lend the Group the balance, at a reasonable amount 
of interest, even if I have to mortagage my Shopping Center in Las Vegas, (Now Bill we are 
even for the remark about me needing a dictonary along with my news typewriter,) He also 
stated, he did not think he would have to lend the 34th t he money, for he had the · same faith 
in the 34th as he did when he was the Commander. I also have the same faith, Bill and the men 
are proving ' it every day. I might add here, Bob Gay has already set the plans in motion for 
the rebuilding of the Memorial in England . 

Our Business meeting was adj ourned with the benediction by Rev Don Forseman. It was open­
ed by our Chaplain, Father Fred Brooks. 

The 34th B.G. Rendezvous dinner was attended by over 200 of our people. There was quite 
a mixup to start. You see1 we were i n the same room as several more B.Gs, who wer e supposed 
to be in one section of the room but whe~ we arrived,they were s~attered al l over the roow. 
and had taken several of the tables meant for the 34th B.G. I am sorry about the mix up 
and confusion,•s the banquet started. There were supposed to room to set up one more table 
if there was not enough room, but the Caterer would not set up another tab l e. 

Well, any way, the banquet was opened with a prayer by our Chaplain Father Fred. and : 
after the dinner, Gen Bill Creer, introduced our speaker for thP. evening, Robert S. Gay, 
who was the Group Executive Officer and whose signature appears on more of the 34th B.G. 
records than any other signature.Bob was to the ground forces of the 34th, what the C.Os 
of the Sqd and t he CO of the 34th was to those who flew. Bob was a ground pounder along 
with a lot of others of us. 

Bob talked on the days work of the ground crews and what it took to run the Group for 
one day . - · After h is talk , with the help of Bob Wright at the projecte~, Bob 
showed some slides taken in England,when he was there on Memorial Day this year .The slides 
~~re of Mr and Mrs George Steadman and their family·,-also of towns antl · ci:i:iefl .· .and · 
surroundifig placesnear our old Base. They were very good slide~ ,Bob, they brought· baek~ a 
lot of memories to all of us who were there. 

Now it was time for "AUCTION USA". George Ritchie had asked to have charge of this. I 
would at this time like to thank all who helped in the Auction,especially George and June 
Ritchie, Tillie Corum, Walt and Ruby McAlliste~, Eli and Rose Baldea and"Robert·~nd· Pauline 
Smith , all of the men ,who helped,we r e on Walt's crew.(Just as · I ·: sat ... down t o write.this, I, 
received a call from Walt McAll i ster, telling me that Robert Smith had passed away on, 

Sat . nite(Oct 30th) , with a heart attack. 
You know I think, Qeor ge Ritchie could sell the shirt right off your back, without you 

knowing it. He said he had a ball- selling the things
1

you wonderful people o~ the 34th B.G~ 
donated to the Auction. The Auction went real well and I am s ure we all had a good time. 
Every time I looked around,Jack Camg,was buying something . Thanks Jack, also thanks to the 
rest of you for making the Auction a success. Money will be used to help defray the expense 
of our Memorial.Amount will be disclosed in the next newsletter. George says, those who need 
receipts for their donation , if you will write t o h i m or to me, we will send you a receipt. 
Remember all donations are tax deductable as are your membership fees. 

At the intermission, to give George a rest, we had the drawing for the clock, donated and 
buitt by Gerry Pine. We had been selling tickets for it,during the Auction. To make things 
honestJ Father Fred was asked to pull the winning number from the hat. The winner was Everett 
Rose. I think he was taking it back to his wife, who was unable to make the reunion this 
year. Afeer the excitement died down, the meeting was adjourned bv Rev ~on Forseman. 

Sat morning being dedication day and a long journey to Hayton ahead of us. We were 
all up bright (not quite) and early . I was on the first bus ( by the way they were school 
buses) , to leave as I was on the Memorial C9mmittee for the dedication and had to be there 
early. The sky was overcast, as we left, just like the skys in England were,when our plane 
went on a mission. We weveabout 20 miles from Cincinnati when the weather c l osed in, it 
started to rain and get foggy ,all the rest of the way. It did let up a little when we reach-
the museum. We were inhope it would let up during the dedication but it seemed to close in, 
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more and more . ~eiling zero, when the planes from the 8th AF Base at .. Barksdal La. 
roared over . They couldnot be seen, due to the overcast. The roar of their mighty engines 
brought back memories of those days in England, when we sweat you boys out coming thru the 
fog, returning,_. frOm a miss ion. 

The Dedication of the 8tn AF memorial, got off on time but the tent which was supposed to 
seat 2000 people was not large enough, for a lot of our people were standing ins i de and out, 
The speaker, for the dedication, was Lt Gen Herres, Commanding General of the 8th AF (SAC). 

After the dedication was over, there was a brief intermission, while the press interviewed 
several of the Distinguished Guest, who were present .While this· was going on, pic~.res were 
being taken, of the various Memorial being dedicated . · 

Just as the individual dedications were to begin, the rain came down in buckets full. 
This did not dampen the spirits of the 34th people for they stood out in the -rain for the 
dedication . Between the tears and the raindrops Father Fred.did the dedication -and .bl:essed 
th~ Memorial .. He dedicated--i t, not only to· those who had died over there but to those who had 
since passed . on and to those of us who were still living. This was Father Fred's second 
dedi_Cjet i on that day. for he had been asked to help dedicate and bless the 8th AF Memorial. 
Rev Don Forseman, gave the benediction for the ending of our Memorial dedication. 

After lunch and a visit to the Museum, we all returned to the Hotel in Cincinnati to rest 
up for the 8th AF Banquet and dance that night. 

For awhile we thought we would h-ave t o-abort the re-turn. to the. Hotel. For on our way back 
to Cincinnati, we broke an oil -line and were almost out of gas. Fortunatly we were near the 
garage and were able to pick up another bus for the rest of the trip . I knew how you ~en felt 
with an engine out and almost out of gas but we were fortunate enough to be able to change 
buses and not have to sweat out a landing. 

We returned to the Hotel for the 8th AF Banqet. the speaker that nite was Lt Gen Harres, 
who had spoken to us at the dediaction . We spent most of the time, instead of dancing, visit 
ing with those of the B.G . whom we had not had time to talk to. I know they were a lot of · 
you whom we were not able to visit with, this I regret,If things work out as they should, it 
is quite possible I will have more time to talk to you next year. One of the prizes, which 
was given away on sat nite was won by one of the 34th B.G. men, who was also from another 
B.G . ,Merle Wilson . . 

Sunday morning ' s breakfast was a sit down breakfastand most of the time was used to visit 
and say good by to frbends , some we will never see again and others we will meet at the next 
reunion. 

I do want to thank all those crews, who had a crew reunion this year. I do not have all 
of you down. There was one who until this year had no idea where his crew was. Randall Martin; 

who ~~•rted in with letters to all of the old addresses and between him and some of the 
others were able to locate all but one. "Pete" Gray was his crew chief. Pete did Randall and 
his crew get the southern Bourbon, you promised? 
~ol) Schwarta· had quite a few of his crew there and Fred Berglund, from the crew, told me a 

story about Henry Webber Butler . Webber was the engineer of the crew and when ever Bob 
Schwartz, as the pilot, would let his attention sway from the instruments, Webber would hit 
him on the head. Bob says, this is the reason he has lost so much hair. · 

There is another story about Webber Butler. He was at P~-~-fl Harbor, when the· Japanese hit. 
He survived the attack and came back and joined the the 34th B.G. in England. Webber is the 
second of the 34th B.G. men to be at Pearl Harbor when the Japs hit. George Rohrbaugh is 
the other. George was also at the reunion and showed me the pictures of P~arl Harbor, before 
and after the Japs hit. Is ther·e any more of you, who were at Pearl during that time . 
Tq~r~ are a few more things I would like to announce. The next reunion of the 34th and 

8th AF wiil be in Houston Tx. OCT 13th THRU OCT 16TH.This promises to be a good one also. 
Come a day early tho,for there is promise of a flyover by the CAF on Oct 12th and there 
may be a visit to the 8pace Center . Plan your vacation so you will have time to spend some 
of it at the reunion in Houston as they tell me there is a lot to ;ee. 

Another thing, we do have some of the 34th VALOR TO VICTORY pins on sale, There are 3 
kinds , the one inch.,...one like the original, the \' inch ones, ma'de i'nto a tie" tack dr ' 1-a~el 
pin and the one for the ladies, \ in.one with a stick pin on it'. The 'co'st i"s $3.so'. rid's 
covers mailing and shipping . Send your check to me for the pins. All proceeds go to the 
B.G. Memorial Fund. 

this letter ou will find a sli to order a 34th B.G. ·Jacket . It is blue with either 
a Bl7 or a B24 on it. u must specify which . Also you can have your Sgd number put on it. 
-eithe,r 4th., 7th, 18th, 391st, You must follow directions on the order blank, so if you want 
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the order blank and mail to Dana Schrupp, with a check or 
now, 1615 So Black, Bozeman, Mt 59715.1/:83 · pH. 406-587-4133 

and your jacket will be shipped Aire~tly to 
A !I 

.titem, but au no~ge~ 

the date for the next rendezvous of 

B.G. in 1984, give this some thought, for 
of the 34th held our own? Write to me 

We have also been approached about a trip back to England. How many of you would be interest-­
ed in going back for 7 days for a visit to Mendlesham, Ipswich and London? No prices as yet 
but there must be 50 or more who would like to go . More will be said about this later on. 
Let me hear from you about this also. 

If you have any complaints about the Reunion "Hotel, make them known by writing to the 
Dept of Tourism, Greater Cincinnat-Chamber of Commerc~,Cincinnati Ohio,45202 and send a 
duplicate of your letter to Rambling Tours,c/o Murray Fein,P.O. Box 1304 Hallandale Fla . 
33009 . . ' 

I have been informed there is a new book about the raid over Polesti being printed . It is 
called "Green Flak Over Polesti by Leroy W Newby 810 N Terr Dr Webster City Iowa. 50595 

John Beitling of 5215 E 24th St K. C. MO 64127, would like to hear from you men about the 
name of you plane.B24s. If you remember your plane no.and name,send it to John. He has sent me 
a list of those he has. 

Missed Wall~ F~lker 1 s crew .on the cpuntclown, sorry.~bout this~op~ates Davidson of ----~~ 
your crew is getting better, 

~oy Jones has been ailing lately, he might like to hear from you, s.o why· not write to him , 
Thanks to all who signed the book to Mr Steadman. 
Remember, it has often been saiq, the 34th B.G . w~s the Grandaddy of the 8th AF. 

T will now leave you with this thought: ¥If you can't be thankful for what you receive, then 
be· thankful for what you ·escap.e. 

CHEERS 
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List of those attending the Reuni on 

Dickman Jerome 
Anderson K ie th 
Babcock 
Baldea 
Bu11t 
Bun 
Butler 
Camp 
Culor 
Cauell 
Clteek 
Deatherage 
Di.Nenno 
Felker 
Fortman 
Fulton 
Cay 
Cray 
Habiger 
Hanlon 
llayea 
Holcomb 
Hood 
Howard 
llowarter 
Humphrey& 
Jordan 
Jurgens 
Lambert 
Lux 
McAllister 
O"Crady 
Parri1h 
Pine 
Pachter 
Ritchie 
Rohrbaugh 
Rutka 
Schonthaler 
Skare 
S•ith 
S11itlt 
Sothern 
Summa 
Underwood 
Webster 
Wright 
Saegar 
Saeaar 
Gardner 
AMI 
llrook1 
llrovn 
CorU111 
Burrtell 
Creer 
Dujardioa 
rerlich 
Cibb1 
Craha• 
CriMI 
Hann 
Beralund 
Strona 

Bud & 
Eli & 
Ralph 
Paul 
Henry 
Jack 
DuHey 
Albert 
Bill & 
Crady 

Lucille 
Rose 
and Marge 
& Mary 
& HRry 

& Nan 
& Lucille 
Betty 

Alfred & Olive 
Walter & Jane 
Don & Ruby 
Bill & Louise 
Robert & Pltyllis 
Waa N. "Pete" 
Anthony & Joan 
Alllbers & Jean 
Edward & J inay 
Verb & Betty 
Jack &Hettie 
Plti 1 & Jean 
Wayne & Laverne 
Ken & Renee 
De><ter & Bue lah 
Henry & Ruth 
Henry "Hank" & Hary 
Charles & Fun 
Walter & Ruby 
Harry 6 Ada . 
Harold & :torma 
Cerald & Wanda 
Irwin & Beverly 
Ceorge & June 
George & Cillian 
llarold & Genevieve 
Kal & Evelyn 
Jack & !(arian. 
Robert & Pauline 
Q\arles & Carrie 
Bruce & Margaret 
Hannah & Ray 
Lawrence Doug-as 
Ceorge 
Robert & Esther 
Sherman 
Earl 
Henry Tom 
Vern & Hi llie 
Fredrick & llardell 
W.J "Bill" 
Hal cola & Ti II ie 
Bill 
Bill and Viv 
Bob & Jeannette 
Wi 11 iam 
Claude 
John & Margaret 
Brya"nt & Margaret 
JOlin & Rose 
Fred 
Joltn 

Woefel 
Hartwick 
Holmes 
Huber 
Jackson 
Jaccobbauski 
Jalving 
Gombert 
Levy 
Marks 
Mart in 
Huente 
}lurphy 
Odom 
Olson 
Pri lhnan 
'tose 
Schmitt 
Schrupp 
Strawder 
Turko 
Yates 
Beckley 
Ashburn 
Blackham 
Bouth 
James 
Jellum 
Scltoch 
Scltwarn 
Stankaitis 
Tobiason 
Wright 
Wright 
Benedi ct 
Living1ton 
Johnson 
Applegate 
Baer 
Boice 
Crook 
Elsener 
Fechko 
Foris ter 
Isaacs 
James 
Koening 
Konte 
Perry 
Plaut 
Pritz 
!tuaaell 
Steiner 
Thompson 
Witham 
Wessel 
Schroader 
Tooley 
Abra.u 
Tltoatplon 
Cibbs 
Crump 
Coet.sch 

Arnold E. 
Robert & . Loraine 
Gerald 
S.C. 
Walter 
Mike and Margie 
Marvin & Lois 
Dirk & Dorothy 
Irving 
Joe & Mary Kay 
Randall & Shirley 
Fred & Ginny 
Ralph & Cloria 
Jack & Beatrice 
Rdgar 
H Arnold 
Everett 
Ceorge and !(arilyn 
Dana 
Earl 
Walter & H•ry 
Frances 
Paul R. 
J;~c:k & Francis 
Jack & Dottie 
Ed and June 
Gene & llelen 
Walter S Donna 
Fred & Clara 
Robert & Clara 
John 
Henry & Audrey 
Tom & Louise 
James 
Ceorge & 'lary 
John 
Bevo 
Ralplt 6 llary 
Bob & Rob 
Louis 6 Anita 
Lonnie & Dorabel 
Robert 
Richard & Dorothy 
Carrol & Sylvia 
Seymour & Claudia 
Emet & Betty 
Al & llarc:y 
Al 
Harry & Wi 11 i.e 
Bernard & Eileen 
John 
)lerle & Jane 
Robert 
Myron & Jane 
Harold 
J.R. & Dottie 
John 
Cuy & l!ary Be lle 
Mort 
J .W."Soapy" 
Don 
George 
Forest & Irma 

Father Fred's dedication Speach 

Tl~T Uf THE 34~n BCMB~ROMEUT GROUP MONUMENT OEOIC~TION kT WAIGHT-PATT~RSON 
~fB , ~ Ill rOrlCE MU3EUM: 

Let us pray: Father in heaven, Almighty God , bless and hallow this memorial 
and living tree, t hat it may ser ve to remind others or the sacrifice maoe by 
those members of the 34th Bomb Group who died for liberty and justice among 
men wnile serving our country during world war II. rather , we ask that you, 
in your mercy , grant to them cchtinual growth in thy love and service; and 
grant to us grace so to follow the good exa~ole of all tny saints , that we ana 
all others of this 34th Bombar dment Group,may , with them, be partaker s of tny 
heavenly kingdom. Grant this our prayer , 0 ra ther, for Je1ua Christ ' s sake , 
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

The snort address: Ladies and Gentlemunt of the 34th Bomb Group and Guests: 
welcome to the dedication or our memorial. It is placed here and dedicated to 
the memory of those who gave of themselves fully in combat and those wno have 
gone to the joys or God's eternal kingoom since that time ; ano to the living 
who will enter that joy provioea for Goo ' s f'ait·hful in eternity. we have re­
peated tne inscription on the memorial at the site of our airbase at ~endlesham: 
• ro the American Airmen who in valor gave their lives to the victory that 
maca real tne challenge for wor ld peace and unity. • 

To paraphrase ~braham Lincoln: "The world will little note or remember 
that which is said here today • • • but will remember whet our men did over 
there. • This memorial ie dedicated nere at Wright-Pa t teraon Air f orce Museum 
not only to those who gave their lives over t here, but to those who have gone 
to eternal life ana to those or us who are s till living. we offer our thanks­
giving to God Almighty for the long and fruitful lives and joys we have been 
granted. 

we thank all who have contributed to the effort that made this memo1·ial 
possible. • • es pecially Ray and Hanna Summa , Malcom Corum, General Creer 
and Doug Underwood and all the officer• :.r t~~ ~·. :~ B~mh Gr oup Association 
and others ••• thank you. 

~nd now Oon Forsman will close our dedication with prayer. 

NOTE: Jerry Pi ne held the Holy water Bucket and Gen. Crear stood by in the 
rain with us. 

If I have left any names out, l e t me know and I will run them next time. 
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34-th Bomb Grou~ Roster from Aug 1.5-Jov ·l5 1982 

Atwater, Vernon 
R2 2590 So Meriden Rd 
Colorado Spgs Co 80909 

Hale Robert 391 
13297 Clement Rd 
Morenci Hi 49256 

Boyle, Richard J 
1037 Fa irview Rd 
Clark Summit Pa 18411 

McWay Robert 4 
477 Fairview Ave 
Arcadia Ca. 91006 

Adringola Leonard 4 
504 Furman St 
Rockford Ill 61103 

Chevalier Robert 18 
Box 113 Joaquin Tx 75954 

Hunter , James Jr 4 
10926 Yorkspringo 
Oall.as Tx. 

Kipp Shervood R 
2519 thomas Ave 
Durango Co. 81301 

Patterson, Robert 18 
30 Rockefeller Pla~a, 
New York N.y 1Dll2 

Gabel, Clayton 18 
13D6 12th St HW , 
Canton Ohio 44703 

Salverson Leon E 
433 !58th Place N.E. 
Bellevue Wa . 98008 

Hudelson, Raymond Hro 
137 Lozelle St 
Sturgis S.D. 57785 

Har ;>ton Fred 
1120 Williamsburg Lane 
Zionsville lnd 46077 

Austin Paul 
Star Rte 441 A. 
Merrifield MM. 56465 

Foose Robert M 
5141 Pebble Land 
Columbus Ohio 43220 

Tigges Eugene 
330 Northup St 
Ft Wayne Ind 

Eide George 
C/0 Art Eide 
Minnewaukan N.D. 58351 

Milford Bob 
1820 Washington 
Kansas City MO . 64108 

Garrison Marvin 
10833 Carnige Dr 
Cincinnat i Ohio 45240 

Carter Paul 
263 Rich1110nd Rd 
Salisbury N.C. 28144 

Werth, Harold 
1424 N.W. Vi1ta Place 
Corva1lio Wa. 97330 

Parenteau Earl 18 
4 Duncan Ave -II 
Worcester Maos 01604 

Bulloch Ronald H 
315 8th Ave Apt 109 
Asbury Park N.J. 07712 

Durham, Don D 391 
6218 NottinghAm 
St Louis Ho . 6JI09 

Turnmire Lee 18 
303 Russel ! 'lo . 
Santa Haria Ca. 93454 

Billman Rob~rt E 
2010 Braewick Dr. 
Akron Ohio 44313 

Corbin Bobbie J 391 18 4 
Box 535 
Croom Tx. 79039 

Rogers Evan 7 
821 Via L:>nterna 
Tucaon Az. 85718 

Ricci, John 
15 8th St 
LaSalle Ill 61301 

Kowalc~yk Stanl~y 18 
203 Buchanan 
Pierre S.D. 57501 

Cro~nouski John A 
1204 Castle Hi 11 
Austin Tx.78703 

Cogburn Charles 4 
8087 Cambridge 
Mobile Ala. 36609 

Latlbert Harry 
1375 Square Lake Rd. 
Troy !ii 49098 

Vitulli Marino (MR~) 
35 Rumaey Rd 
Yonkers N.Y. 

Leo ter Wayne 
23 Far Horizon Dr . 
Monroe Ct 06464 

Tuttle Don 
1152 Curtner Ave 
San Jose Ca. 95125 

McPhee Robert 7 
10q25 No 43rd St 
Phoenix Az. 85027 

Wach John 
P.O. Box 3 

Berlin Center Ohio 44401 

su,...,ers Walrer R. (Bob) 391 
1019 Hanover Blvd 
Browns Mills N.J. 08015 
Tantes Joseph J. 
P .0. Box 732 
Columbus Ohio 43216 
Bryan, Stanton K 
7509 Hunting Creek Dr 
Prospect Ky 40059 

Ooronsky, John 
5586 Ericson Lane 
Willoughb9 Ohio 44094. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
Share Jack 
11 Pasedena Ave 
Croton N.Y . 13073 

Pine Gerald 
5414 Highway 12 Lot 51 
Waunakee Wi 53594 

Rossow Harold Blair 
110 E South St 
Panora Iova. 50216 

Feda John 
2220 Delridge Ave 
St Paul Mn. 55119 

Bower Walt 
1454 Guava Ave 
Melbourne Fla 32935 

Nichola Carl 0. Instead 
of Carol. Nichols . 

Lou DeSantis 
613 Wolf Creek St 
Syracuse N.Y. 13028 

Thompson Soapy J.W. 
z.c. to 72461 

Pariseau Raymond 
658 Duquena Dr 
Sun City Center Fla 33570 

Browne William 
924 Shenoan Ave 
Plainfi~ld N.J. 07060 

Ellis Charles W. 
19727 St Ann St 
Saratoga Ca. 95075 

Scherkenbach Elmer 
2470 Indi~Trail• Eaat 
Palm Harbor Fla. 

Brug Charles 
3463 Muddy Creek Rd 
Cincinnati Ohio 45238 

Coetech Fred L. 
3325 - 9 Brattan Ave 
San Carols Ca. 94070 

Lindstrom Russell 
3912 Glen Oaks Manor Dr. 
Saraaora Fla. 33582 

Berglund Fred 
z.c. 55431 

~ana Schrupp 1516 So Black, #83 Bozeman Mt 59715 

7 

4l'APS 

McCutchan Don Mansfield Ohio 
Bradford Clarence Readini Pa . Crev Chief 
Draper Frank Aitkin& Kn. Co-Pilot ' 
Tev Howard O>uapeake Va. 
Vitulli Marino Yonkers N.Y. 
Du~~e Harold Rev. Medic 

Smith Robert c. Largo Fla. McAllis ter's crew 

Officers of the 34th B.G. Ass'n 
President 
Robert Wright 

Vice President 
Gerald Pine 

Recording Secretary 
Harold Rutka 

Unit Contact & Treasurer 
Ray L. Summa 

Chaplain 
Rev Father Fred Brooks 

Archivist 
Douglas Underwood. 

Board of Directors 
Everett Rose 
Ralph Murphy 
Wayne Howarter 
Dana Schrupp 
Ralph Bush 
William Gray 

Advisors 
Robert S Gay 

Past Presidents 
Grady Deatherage 
Malcolm Corum. 

Hono~:ary B.o D. 
William Creer 
Eugene Ben LeBailly 
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The Symposium as written by George Ritchie. 

On Wednesday, as you know there was a Sym~osium on Escape and Evasion and P.O.Ws. held 
in the Convention Center. Hosted by : the Escape and Evasion SOciety of the 8th AF. 

It was super, and very interesting, to say the least. 
The pane~ consisted of both men and women:who either worked in the underground or were 

prisoners, behind the wire. ·Included were fliers of the USAF who worked within the camps .. 
planning different escape at temps of which the most famous was, ' 'The Great Escape", from Sta lag 
Luft III. 

Briefly: All stories were so interesting and varied ·that I could not begin to get them all 
on paper. However here are a few: During the ''Great Esac~", it was not just one tunnel dug, 
it was many, built as a diversion away from the main effort. ~any times the Germans would find 
an escape tunnel and instead of filling it in , they would monitor the progress and stop it just 
as it reached the wire. In that way the Germans knew the prisoners were kept busy and out of 
trouble. Just as our Airmen thought they had it made---bam-- the Germans would smash it. 

Many details were explained as to just how supplies were obtained and used. ~ost of the 
m•.terial came form the German Guards them selves. Once they delivered only one piece of equip­
ment the Airmen had a hold on them. It was surprising the type of equipment the Guards brought 
to the prisoners. Cigarettes, instant coffeefrom the Red Cross parcels did the tempting. 

The people of ·the underground during the war, were represented here,by about 15 ex under• 
ground workers . They had stories to tell that would have put any Hollywood films to shame. 
On the stage there S who told of their work and about 10 or maybe more seated in the audience 
who stood up, when stories were told about their exploits. You must remembe~ these people were 
civiliane, the youngest was about i3 at the time . Our ~uess the ages ran from 11 thru the 21ls. 

One was a professional soldier, he was very slightly bui l t -n, with a thin pencil lin_e 
mustache, glasses and hearing aid . You noticed him,even befo~e . the Symposium started. He had 
a quick step, he was 71 years old, searching eye, quiet but efficient manne~, you knew he was 
somebody,not an AmericaQ,but he was at home and seemed to ~elong . His stories contained both 
humor and deadly facts. He was on the famour Oieppe raid on tl\e '::oast of France in 1940. !le IJas 
French, fighting with the 8ritish after the fall of his Homel3nd. Captured on that ~aid, he 
esacped, from a prison train,going back to Germany and made his way back to F.ngland . During his 
evasion· , he l,earned a lot and without realizing it , actualy started an escape and evasion 
tine, underground. I-9 was the name of the British Intelligence that was responsible for spy 
and underground work on the Continent. They interriogated him, l when he returned and they put 
him ro work. 

Me jumped into Ft'ance with instructions to establish a "Line-,. ,to return our Airmen. His was 
to be only one of -ny ''lines',' established by th.e Allies, more in F~ance, also Holland, Belgium, 
Sweeden 1 N'or..,ay 1 all of the occupied Countries on the Continent. These "lines" of escape were 
responsible for getting over 6000 Airmen back to England. Fo~ each Airman returned, one 
member of the underground lost his life.You see freedon is not cheep . 

When the Frenchman landed with forged papers,he carried 3\ million in_francs, duri~g his work 
underground, he. spent a total of 16 million francs. No rec.eipt or records. A<: the end of the 
war, he had 1\ million left,which he returned to the Allies. The story about the money gave a 
touch of humor to the Symposium. "Imagine ,he said, having )~ million in cold c.ash in a bag, 
wal~ing thru the streets of France, fake papers, a soldier in' Civilian clothes, you can't just 
go to a bank and say, " I want to deposit 3\ million in cash, during the middle of a war and 
withdraw it a small amount at a time, y<>u couldn't go up to •( ,stranger and as-k him to hold onto 
it, it was too big to fit in you waller ,just what would you, do"? On and on went the stories. 

One lady in the audience ( the ones on the stage were english speaking membe~s) had her stbry 
related. because of the work of her family, when you were in the underground, al-l members of 

. the family v:ere"in" as far as the Genuans were concerned, If ~a member was caught, the family 
were either k1lled or sent to a camp. This happened to her. She was 14 when the war started, 1939 
after her family was responsible for passing on, more than 30 Airmen, her fa.ther wa·s killed , 
mother never seen again. She spent 2 years in a consentratio~ camp in Germany and when the war 
was over, had to walk back to Holland. I 

The plight of any civilian on the Continent is a story in itse lf. After the war, we AJnerican 
Airmen, had trucks, jeeps, tanks and trains to carry us back 1to the Coast. I was lucky to Have 
all of them, then a boat back to England. If you suffered cap~,ure as a civil ian, you had it 
tough. First the fighting man were taken care of, the poor civilian were mostly on their own. 
There was no bitterness in any of the stories, PRIDE, PRIDE , PRIDE,. you found yourself giving 
the typical e~race. a kiss on the cheek, a hug, a lookinto misty eyes, a squeeze· of the hand, 
another kiss on the cheek, and a long hug. It just seemed the right thing to do ( I can hardly 

osee the key board.) very emotional. 
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On the end of the stage sat a man,from Holland, who was responsible for screening the Air 
men, to make sure they were who they said they were. He told how the people on the scene were 
interiogated and how contact was made with the underground.the underground was also questioned 
same as the fliers. The question was asked, " did you find any German Agents in your question­
ing"? His answer was, "yes plenty". The natural question was then asked, "what did you do"? 
"I killed them myself and then I knew they were dead". he said. No emotions, no reg~et and all 
other members of the underground nodded agreement . No one was surprised by his answer, all 
had known what it was befo~e he spoke. Almost a sti~ of agreement filled the room. Just the 
fact these beautiful people, all s111iles and full of life, dressed in their best th~eads, sitting 
on stage, looking like any Board of Directors or small town USA, planning Board, members of 
the town board, giving matter of facts,_ unemotional reports of the most uncivilized period 
of our history. The s-tories of torture, punishment, deprivation, hunger , exposure , physical 
endurance---on and on--

One 16 year old girl rode a US Airman,from ~olland to the Pyreneese,Mts on her bike. The 
Pyreneese were the terminat ion for the flyers. Because the Border and the ruggedness of the 
area, infilteration was easy and altho the Spanish were for the most part 1 friendly to both 
sides, they put our 1Airmen in contact with Portugal Authorities and then on sea or air trans 
~ortation to England. 

The American Flyers who were ther-e, were from Stalag I and Ill with reps from the other 
camps in the audience. 

One member of the underground, who said that the "line" she worked with, sent 200 Airmen 
home. She told how the diffet'ent members invented tricks to fool the Gerrnans , to get the 
Airmen thru. One complaint , their feet were to big, their bellies to fat, they ve·re to talt, 
they jingled the coins in their pockets, they smoked their cigaretts wrong and many more 
things. One funnier than the other but a matter of life and death in the 1940s. She said, if 
it ever happened again, the Air Force high Command should include along with flight training, 
bike riding training because many a downed flyer could not ride a bicycle. Many suffered 
broken bones because of bike ~iding accidents and then it became a hospital and transpor-tation 
problem, that is why the girl had to ride the Airman from Holland to the Pyreneeses. Laugh now, 
but many lives were on the line then. 

A fact that all of you should know, the members of the USEES of the 8th AF Evasion and 
Escape Society, use their dues and even personal funds to help suppo~t the ''FREINDS"of the 
underground. They have not forgotten them, Many we~e and still are on hard times. Funds are 
sent over every year thru the Society to assist them. The expenses of the trip over to 
America and food and lodging are from the Society. If you know of any Airmen, who ever 
qualify for this Organization,plea~e inform him of their work . I always thought one had to 
go thru the underground to be a membe~ llut in Or,lando, I was informed that anyone that 
escaped in any manner, from the enemy,was elgible. My escape. was not thru the wire, but away 
from the forced marches, whi le the Germans moved us from camp to camp. Nothing glamorous, 
just sneaky.The Society can be contacted thru the 8th AFUS. 

Other high l i tes were the transla*tic phone conversation,with the former head of I-9 in 
England.This English Officer was the Mastermind that built the escape routes and manned them. 

Another highlite was when a former "Kreggie" (EXPOIJ) 4resses in a Ge~amn Guard uniform tried 
to round up all the former p.O.WS. in the audience. 

Roger Freeman, author and friend of the 8th AF was the Moderato~ for the Symposium. 
It was a great moment for any American. 

This was written by George Ritchie, -who was a P.O.W., having gone down on a mission while 
flying with Walt McAllister's crew. 
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34th BOMB GROUP BANQUET 
SPEECH BY 

ROBERT GAY 

8TH AIR FORCE REUNION 

GOOD EVENING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. [ FEEL IT AN HONOR TO 

ADDRESS YOU THIS EVEN ING, 

AFTER LISTENING TO GENERAL BILL CREER'S INTRODUCTION, PERHAPS 

IT WOULD BE BETTER IF [ JUST SAT DOWN . [ NEVER KNEW [ WAS 

THAT GOOD. 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE LADIES, AS WELL AS YOU SUPER GROUP OF 

MEN, [ THOUGHT WE WOULD GIVE YOU A CAPSULE OF THE BEHIND THE 

SCENES ACTIVITY IN A NORMAL DAY OF THE 34TH IN WAR TIME AND 

END WITH A TRIP BACK TO ARMY AIR FORCE STATION MENDLESHAM 

NEAR STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK, ENGLAND. 

THE 34TH LIKE ALL. HEAVY BOMB GROUPS HAD A TABLE OF ORGANIZATION 

SUPPLEMENTED BY SUPPORT UNITS ATTACHED TO US. STATION 156 WAS. 

THE LOCATION OF 93 WING HEADQUARTERS, SO WE WERE THEIR HOST. 

THEY WERE WING COMMAND HEADQUARTERS, THIS MEANS WE DID CERTAIN 

MAINTENANCE AND HOUSEKEEPING JOBS FOR THEM, SUCH AS ORDERING 

AND DELIVERING FOOD - PICKING UP GARBAGE - REPAIRING VEHICLES, 

ETC. 

WE ALSO HAD A SUB-DEPOT REPAIR ORGANIZATION - A SERVICE 

SQUADRON AND AN M.P. COMPANY, AND AN ORDNANCE COMPANY. 

HOW MANY OF YOU REMEMBER YOUR MILITARY OCCUPANCY SPECIALTY 

(MOS)? HOW MANY 747'S ARE HERE TONIGHT? How MANY 1024'S? 

THE T/0 WAS DRAWN UP, [ SUPPOSE, BY SOME COMMITTEE IN THE 

PENTAGON. 

[N WAR TIME IT WASN'T ALWAYS PERFECT, SO WE DID A LOT OF JUGGLING . 

THUS, WE HAD OUR WEEKLY OFFICIAL REPORT AND OUR STATUS BOARD, SO 

~E KNEW WHAT WE REALLY HAD. Now YOU COULD NOT LOSE PEOPLE, 

BECAUSE ·you HAD A DA ILY MORNING REPORT. 

WE JUST DIDN'T HAVE THEM ALL DOING THE JOBS THEIR MOS CALLED FOR. 

WE DID A LOT OF RECLASSIFICATION WORK, LET'S SAY . 

NOW I WOULD LIKE A LITTLE AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION TO SEE HOW 

GOOD YOUR MEMORIES ARE. [N ADDITION TO THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 

WE HAD THE GRAPEVINE OR G.[, LANGUAGE. 

CAN YOU TELL ME WHAT THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WERE KNOWN AS: 

CAPTAIN TEMPLE, M.P,S. - THE SHERIFF 

CAPTAIN HOWARD, M.O. - CHOW CHIEF 

COURTS AND BOARDS OFFICER - THE JUDGE 

CAPTAIN FAUST, INSPECTION GENERAL - SNEAKY PETE 

CAPTA IN lSSACON, FINANCE OFFICER - MONEY MAN 

WE WERE, IN FACT, LIKE A LITTLE CITY, EXCEPT EVERYONE ATE IN 

OUR RESTAURANTS WITH NO CHOICE IN THE MENU. WE HAD OUR OWN 

HOSPITAL COMPLEX WITH DOCTORS AND DENTI STS - BUT NO NURSES. 

A TYPICAL DAY IN THE 34TH WOULD GO SOMETHING LIKE THIS. 

0630 -THE MESS HALLS ARE SERVING THE 2ND MEAL OF THE DAY, WE 

HAD AN EARLIER ONE FOR THE CREWS WHO TOOK OFF ABOUT AN HOUR 

AGO. WE ARE SCHEDULED FOR DELIVERIES OF BOMBS - ~ASOLI NE AND 

FOOD- AMMUNITION AND CLOTHING-- ALL IN. THE S/1ME DAY. IT IS 

SURE TO CAUSE TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU 

HAVE 4 DIFFERENT SOURCES OF SUPPLIES - NO MAKE I~ 5. I FORGOT 

ABOUT THE BRITISH . 
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WHEN I ARRIVE AT THE OFFICE THERE IS ALREADY A PILE OF PAPER ON 

SGT/MAJOR BREAX' DESK AND A LIST OF PEOPLE WHO WANT DECISIONS, 

I SORT THEM OUT IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE, OR AT LEAST IN MY 

OPINION. WE HAVE 5 AWOL'S IN CUSTODY, MP OFFICE WANTS TO 

KNOW SHOULD THEY BE HELD OR RETURNED TO SQUADRONS . 46 UNABLE 

TO WORK ON ACCOUNT OF FLU BUG. 9 CREWS WILL BE liP FOR ROTATION 

WITHIN A WEEK - RESERVE CREWS MUST BE READY TO TAKE THEIR PLACE, 

AND WE NEED ' NEW CREWS TO FILL THEIR PLACE. THE PROMOTI ON LIST 

FROM SQUADRONS MUST BE OKAYED BY COLONEL CREER AND ORDERS CUT 

AND RETURNED TO SQUADRONS. HOT WATER BOILER IS BROKEN AND 

BRITISH CLERK OF THE WORKS REFUSES TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH 

SERV ICE SQUADRON. C.O. COURTS AND BOARDS OFFICER INSISTS ON 

APPOINTMENT OF 2 SPECIAL COURTS FOR TRIAL AND DEFENSE COUNSEL 

FOR ACCUSED. 

CAPTA IN HOWARD WANTS 2 COOKS RELIEVED FROM GUARD HOUSE EARLY. 

A-1 DIVISION HEADQUARTERS WANTS TO KNOW WHY WE NEVER HAVE ANY 

TECHNICAL PEOPLE TO FILL VACANC IES IN OTHER GROUPS, 

CAPTAIN ARTELL DID NOT RECEIVE NAF I SUPPLY OF LIQUOR AND BEER 

- WANTS TO KNOW WHY HE CAN' T BORROW FROM MA,IOR MORGAN' S MF.O ICAL 

SUPPL IES FOR A FEW DAYS. MORGAN SAYS HE CAN GO TO HELL. BOTH 

WANT TO TALK TO ME . 

BARBER SHOP ONLY HAS ONE BARBER (2 HAVE FLU). LT . COLONEL 

BUCKY FREEMAN WAN TS TO KNOW WH Y HE CAN'T GET HIS HAIR CUT 

IMMEDIATELY. 

-3-

CAPTAIN DIRHAM NEEDS 500 BOMBS TODAY. WILL I CALL DIV ISION, 

OR ASK COLONEL CREER TO CALL; THEY IGNORED HIM AT ORDINANCE 

SUPPLY, 

SHIKE REPORT RECEIVED. OUR AIRCRAFT ARE HEADED HOME. 

AMBULANCES AND MEDICAL PERSONNEL WI LL BE 0~ FIELD BY 1100 HOURS 

INTELLIGENCE DEBRI EFI NG IS ALL SET UP. COLONEL CREER WANTS TO 

BE THERE, AND HI S CAR IS STILL IN MAINTENANCE. No PROBLEM -­

SEND JEEP; HE IS UNDERSTANDING C. O. 

MISSION WENT WELL. 3 WOUNDED IN 7TH SQUADRON. 7 PLANES 

DAMAGED. 4TH SQUADRON LOST PLANE; BUT CRE~ REPORTED SAFE ON 

ALLIED TERRITORY . 

1500 HOURS - TELETYPE INFORMS US MAXIMUM EF FORT TOMORROW Af-~~; 

36 AIRCRAFT, 2 SPARES, LOAD 500 POUNDERS. 

DIRHAM HAS STOPPED SCREAMING. BOMBS HAVE ARRIVED . I SUSPECT 

HE HAD ENOUGH FOR MI SSION TOMORROW ANYWAY. 

1700 HOURS -- COLONEL lEBAiLLY WANTED STATUS REPORT ON AIRCRAFT 

THEN CHARGED OFF TO LINE TO HAVE WORDS WITH CAPTAIN SCHAFFER 

BEFORE REPORT COULD BE HANDED HIM, WARN ED GUS HE WAS ON HIS 

WAY . 

1730 HOURS -- BASE CLOSED - No VISITORS - No PA~SES . 

COLONEL TRAVASTI !S SHORT GU NNERS - WANTS ME TO TRANSFER FROM 

SOME OTHER SQUADRON BUT DOESN'T WANT ANY WITHOUT EXPERIENCE. 
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RED LAMP IS ON IN NCO AND OFFICERS' CLUB. IT SEE~S TO BE THAT 

MEDICAL ORDERLI ES ARE SERVING MORE BOOZE WHEN MISSION RETURNS 

LATELY THAN THE CLUBS. MAYBE WE COULD USE BARTENDERS ON SOME 

OTHER DUTY, 

CHAPLAIN WANTS TO KNOW WHY BASKETBALL PRACTICE MUST BE HELD 

IN HIS BUILDING WHICH SHOULD, IN HIS OPINION, ONLY BE USED FOR 

SERVICES. SUGGESTED HE GET TOGETHER WITH OTHER TWO CHAPLAINS 

AND SEE ME IN A COUPLE OF DAYS. 

1900 HOURS -- MAINTENANCE HAS ENGINE PROBLEMS ON SEVERAL AIR­

CRAFT. 

CREWS FOR TOMORROW NEARLY SETTLED. 

WEATHER REPORT FAVORABLE FOR TOMORROW, 

2000 HOURS -- TARGET INFO All IN. BRIEFING SCHEDULED FOR 0400 

~ HOURS. 

~ 
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MESS HALL ALERTED FOR 0300. 

TRUCKS SCHEDULED TO BE IN SQUADRON AREAS TO PICK UP CREWS RY 

0230. 

BRITISH HOME GUARD AND ANTI AIRCRAFT PEOPLE WANT CONFERENCE 

WITH C.O. I SUGGESTED DINNER 1ST NIGHT WE ARE STOOD DOWN. 

()400 BRIEFING 

0510 MISSION AWAY 

0600 - MESS HALL STARTS SERVING 2ND MEAL OF THE OAY. 

-5-

THE DAY I JUST DESCRIBED WAS NOT A PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT ONE 

BUT RATHER TYPICAL . FOR EXAMPLE: DURING MARCH 1945 THE 34TH 

HIT 24 TARGETS 

PUT UP 664 AIRCRAFT -- 641 OVER THE TARGET 

1.625 TONS OF BOMBS DROPPED 

THAT JOB DIDN'T GET DONE BY A BUNCH OF GROUND POUNDERS SITTINC, 

IN AN ENGLISH PUB. 

NOW LET'S RETURN TO MENDLESHAM AERODROME MEMORIAL DAY 1982. 
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7th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON . 34th BOMBARDMENT GROUP IHI 
THIRD AIR DIVISION . MENDLESHAM, ENGLAND· 1944-1945 

ROBERT H. WRIGHT, LT . .COL. U.S.A.F.R. 

"DANGEROUS DAMSEL" 

Presidents Comments to the Membersh i p 

As your new President, I would welcome any comments from the 
membership to make the 34th B. G. Association a bigger and· better 
organization . With your help we can be the best . 

Everyone was pleased with the dedication of the 34th B. G. Memorial 
at Dayton, with the exception of the rainy weather . Ray Summa is to 
be commended on a super job in getting everything to fall in place 
at the proper time. With the same kind of cooperation t he ~estoration 
of the Memorial at Mendl esham is assured. The pledges given at the 
Convention and also the success of the Auction has made it possible, to 
have the restoration of the Memorial started at Mendlesham. George and 
June Ritchie and their helpers are to be commended for the fine job 
they did at the Auction . 

Anyone still wanting to make a contribution for the restoration of the 
Mendlesham Memorial, may do so by sending their contribution to Ray 
Summa . Make your checks payable to the 34th B.G. Memorial. They are tax 
deductable as a donation . 

I have been approached about a plan for a trip to Mendlesh am this 
summer and as more informati on become available, I will relay it to y o u 

:;ll 1f4.lr;[f-
Bob Wright r -'l,f 
President 
34th B.G . Ass 1 n. 

from Dec 1st uni tl March 1983 .... i ~ 
;h·~ ~ 9-~ Jhl 

New address in Fla 
1425 US 19th South 
Bldg. 3 Unit 11 
Clearwater Fla . 33516 

~ ~~~~~~/ ;;,+~;'----. 
..A4I o.:/ d I :d // __ - .Lt.,, LLL d-~ 

P ~ ~ From the collection of: 

Joseph K Marks &<J 
Pilot, 4th Sq., Crew No. 12, April - Aug 1944 12-82 


